


 
Government cuts are attacking all of us. Public sector workers have 
walked out of work to try and stop them. Those on strike today 
include teachers from primary and secondary schools, lecturers in 
further and higher education, and civil servants. The strike is one of 
the most powerful weapons we have. 
 
Bootle, with an unemployment rate already above 17%, will be one 
of the areas most adversely affected by the cuts. Attacks on housing 
benefit and tax credits will hit families hard, children will lose the 
possibility of a decent education, and the loss of the high volume of 
government workers will not only see public services decline, but 
threaten to put the shops we all use out of business. The 
government's plans are an assault on the working class in Bootle 
and we all need to stand up and fight back. 
 

The government and the bosses want us all in a race to the bottom, 
competing to get the worst pay and conditions. If they can get away 
with worsening conditions for one group of workers, it’ll only 
encourage them to do it to others. 
 
More to the point, attacks on public sector workers put those who 
use the services we provide at risk. Those with severe disabilities 
will lose the support they need to stay independent. The 
unemployed will be forced to work as virtual slave labour for their 
benefits. Those with children will lose the welfare that allows them to 
keep working. 
 

Firstly, no matter what you do, don’t cross picket lines! If you’re a 
service user, talk to staff and ask them how to help out. Kind words 
of support make such a difference. Call or email the school or 
government department stating your support for the strike. 
 
These cuts are not necessary when the rich evade £120bn of tax. 
There is an alternative. It’s time we took a stand and fought for it! 


