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Celebrate Black History Month 2012
October marks Black History Month (BHM) in the 
UK. A celebration of the history of African, Carib-
bean and Asian people who have a direct link with 
the UK through colonialism and slavery, it repres-
ents an opportunity not only to mark the past but 
to challenge prejudice and injustice in the present.
The purpose of this briefing is to give an outline of 
what BHM is, and what you can do to celebrate it.
Why Black History Month?
BHM started in America, where it takes place in 
February.  Its  inventor,  US  historian  Carter  G 
Woodson, saw it as an opportunity to focus on the 
achievements  of  black  people  in  the  past  and 
present  which were usually omitted from history 
and from the education system.
In a similar way, the role of women, LGBT people 
and disabled people are also hidden from history. 
This is why, alongside BHM, we celebrate LGBT 
History  Month  in  February,  Women’s  History 
Month  in  March  and Disability  History  Month  in 
late November and early December.
Like these other events, BHM is the observance 
of a “hidden history,” and Woodson hoped that the 
event would last only until that history was accep-
ted as part of the broader history of America.
Similar  can be said  in  Britain,  which first  celeb-
rated the event in 1987. As well as recognising the 
past, it allows us to publicise the inequalities that 
black people face in the present both in the work-
place and in wider society.
PCS supports initiatives around BHM as a way of 
highlighting the achievements of black communit-
ies and engaging PCS members on issues of con-
cern to black communities. It is an opportunity for 
PCS members to show solidarity with black mem-
bers and black communities in their  struggle for 
equality and justice.
PCS theme: racism and sport
The National Black Members Committee (NBMC) 
is  a  sub  committee  of  the  National  Executive 
Committee  (NEC). It  advises  the  NEC on  cam-
paigns and issues relating to black members in 
PCS and wider society.
The NBMC has agreed the theme of "Racism and 
sport" for 2012 BHM.

As the  Euro  2012  football  tournament  and  the 
Olympics provide a focus for many members,  it 
was seen as a good opportunity to link this year’s 
BHM with contemporary events.
PCS has  highlighted issues  around  racism  in 
sport  today.  Sol  Campbell’s  comments  on  the 
dangers of racist attacks were downplayed by the 
host countries, despite evidence broadcast by the 
BBC Panorama team. The NBMC put pressure on 
the government via the PCS parliamentary group, 
who ensured the issue was aired via an early day 
motion  put  down  by  Valerie  Vaz  MP  (see: 
bit.ly/OXSNJh).
Events
If the “history” of Black History Month is what in-
terests you most, then National  Museums Liver-
pool are hosting a wide range of  events across 
the month.
http://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/events/bl
ack-history-month_events.aspx
A broader list  of  cultural  events  across Mersey-
side,  including film showings,  lectures and book 
launches, can be found here:
http://merseysideblackhistory.co.uk/Events-
Calendar
Get involved
The  PCS  Black  Members  Network  aims  to  get 
black members more involved with PCS activities 
and address under-representation within the union 
itself.
PCS uses ‘black’ in its political context to encom-
pass  members  from the  African  and  Asian  Dia-
spora, including members of dual/mixed heritage. 
All  such  members  are  eligible  to  join  the  Black 
Members’ Network.
If  you wish to be registered as part of  the PCS 
Black Members Network and get involved in activ-
ities in the North West, please contact our Branch 
Equalities Officer Tony Hand.
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