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STOP THE ROT
RIGHTS AT WORK UNDER ATTACK • MEMBERS LEAD PROTEST CAMPAIGN • NEW YEAR BALLOT FOR ACTION

By Phil Dickens

ON OCTOBER 1 0, the Guardian

reported that Cabinet Office

documents relating to the Civil

Service Reform Plan had been

leaked. They exposed the

government’s plans to attack

working conditions across the

board – from working hours, leave

and sick pay to flexi and carer’s

leave.

This after a two year pay freeze and

the imposition of pension changes

demanding we work longer and pay

more to get less. Anger from members

was immediate and palpable, with

reports across offices and departments

that this was the final straw. Even non-
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members and those who had

shrugged off previous attacks thought

something needed to be done.

A week later the architect of the

attacks, Cabinet Office Minister

Francis Maude, walked into a HMRC

Office in Coventry. 250 PCS members,

ARC members and non-members

walked out. Taking his advice from a

year earl ier about 1 5 minute “token

strikes N without losing pay,” they

marched around the building and

made their voices heard.

That action made it clear how angry

members were about the changes to

our terms and conditions. The National

Executive Committee had hinted at the

possibi l ity of a ballot in the new year,

but the attacks were starting now.

A call went out for action on 1 4

November – two days ahead of the

first deadline in the reform process,

and coinciding with a general strike

across half of Europe. A number of

branches across the country, including

Bootle Taxes, took up the call and held

very visible protests in defence of our

rights.

This first action, though small , inspired

movement from the NEC. There would

be a fol low up day of action,

coordinated national ly, on 30

November. Meanwhile, the Cabinet

Office was fretting to the Daily Star

about “mil itant civi l servants” - clearly

Continued on page 2. . .
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rattled by the potential of the anger its

action had unleashed.

Of course, rattl ing the Cabinet Office

isn’t enough. The deadline to final ise

proposals over our working rights is 31

December, after which the actual

process of implementing them and

rol l ing back everything the union has

won wil l begin. To stop that, we have

to l ive up to the potential that had the

government worried.

The union is balloting for strike action

in the New Year. But it is the task of al l

members to keep the pressure up unti l

then and during any campaign of

industrial action. Our anger must be

the driving force behind this issue, our

wil l ingness to fight back even without a

steer from the national union the

pressure valve that both keeps PCS

moving and the Sword of Damocles

hanging over the government if they

fail to come to the bargaining table on

our terms.

We already must work longer and pay

more to get less on retirement, and

there are further pension cuts to come.

Our pay has been frozen for two years,

subject to below-inflation pay rises for

years before and wil l see a 1 % cap for

the foreseeable future. Now the

working conditions that supposedly

compensated for low pay and

pensions are under fire.

The only choice, individual ly as well as

collectively, is whether we fight to stop

the rot or sit back and watch as things

get worse.

MERRY CHRISTMAS

Bootle Taxes Branch would l ike to wish

all of our readers well during the

festive season. However you

celebrate, or even if you're in the Bah

Humbug brigade, enjoy the time away

from work. Lord knows we all deserve

it!

We are extremely proud of everything

our members have done over the past

year in defence of pensions and

against job cuts, privatisation and

draconian sick absence procedures.

Without our members, our branch

would be nothing and we ask for your

continued support and hard work in the

New Year.

In the meantime: eat, drink and be

merry!

NEWS IN BRIEF

Regional pay defeated

Buried in chancellor George Osborne's

autumn statement is the

announcement that local pay wil l not

be introduced in the civi l service. This

is a tacit acceptance of the PCS

argument about what an economic

disaster it would have been and how it

would depress pay in regions already

suffering his obsession with austerity.

HMRC to close six workplace

nurseries

Despite strong opposition and visible

campaigning, HMRC has closed six

workplace nurseries in Blackburn,

Nottingham, Leicester, Leeds, Salford

and Wolverhampton. That East

Kilbride and Cardiff nurseries were

saved shows that campaigning can get

results. The fight wil l continue in l ight

of this news.

MAUDE PROTEST
ON THURSDAY 6 December, Francis

Maude came to Liverpool to take

part in the recording of the BBC’s

Question Time programme. His visit

was met by a protest from local PCS

members, including Bootle Taxes.

Francis Maude, as Minister for the

Cabinet Office, is the MP most directly

responsible for attacks on members

jobs, pay, pensions and now terms and

conditions. Fresh from cheering on

Chancellor George Osborne’s latest

attacks on communities in the 5

December Autumn Statement, it was

felt that Maude deserved a hot

reception rather than a warm welcome.

In the event, Maude was able to

smuggle himself into the building

without being caught by PCS

protesters. However, this only

underl ines that he is not wil l ing to face

the anger of the very people whose

jobs and livel ihoods he is working to

undermine.

PCS members left the protest

disappointed that they had not been

able to confront Maude directly, but

proud that they had not let him come

without opposition. As Iain Duncan

Smith found out earl ier in the year, the

people of Liverpool and Bootle wil l

always stand up and be counted when

those attacking us come to town.

Thanks to PCS North West for alerting

everyone to the minister’s visit, and

thanks to PCS members and local

activists who turned out in the rain to

protest.
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And it came to pass in those days,

that there went out a decree from

Caesar Augustus, that all the world

should be taxed. And all went to be

taxed, every one in his own city. And

Joseph also went up from Galilee, out

of the city of Nazareth, into Judea,

unto the city of David, which is called

Bethlehem; (because he was of the

house and lineage ofDavid. )

And Ruth, who despite being but a

woman had circumvented the

conventions of time and risen unto a

lofty status within the service of

Quirinius the Roman governor. She

had been charged with rolling out the

new Real Time papyrus-based tax

system, a task she immediately

delegated to her minions. And this did

free up her time to travel the land of

Judea checking upon her minions to

deliver encouragement and improve

morale, so that Judea should witness

a great improvement in the Roman

Empire's Staff Survey Results. And as

Ruth travelled the Judean lands she

didst keep a log of her journeys,

which was transcribed and sent forth

to all of her minions, to inspire them

and make them think she was a

wonderful person. . .

I AM REGULARLY ASKED if I write

this diary myself. The answer is

yes - it is all my own words and my

own personally held views,

transcribed by a phalanx of my

minions and distributed across all

lands under my gubernatorial

jurisdiction.

The point of sharing my week in this

way is that there are a large number

of people l ike you in Judea who I am

unlikely to ever want to meet, and this

is a way to get across not my

instructions on what to do (because

that would require me to have a basic

grasp of the tax system, which I don't)

but to give you a sense of what I do

on your behalf as Director General and

for you to get a sense of who I am, my

personality and views. I t would be a

sham if I asked someone to draft that

for me.

Monday

Monday started with a wake up call -

from my morning wake up call minion.

I was shocked to find out that al l the

work I had asked to be done overnight

had not been done. My minions

bleated that there were not enough of

them, that the Real Time tax system

wouldn't be possible unti l technology

had advanced beyond papyrus and

wax tablets, and even then they

doubted the practical ity due to the

administrative burden it placed on the

employer. Apparently you can't

assume what you have asked for wil l

just happen if others think the

instruction impossible. This gave me

two options. 1 ) Come up with a

solution to solve the problem myself.

2) Find someone else who has a

suggestion. So without hesitation I set

forth northwards towards Bethlehem to

visit our local tax collectors there.

Bethlehem

Arriving in Bethlehem in late afternoon

I met the team of tax collectors who

worked in a building called the Monad,

which was famous in the area for

constant fire evacuations. The

collectors al l worked hard and had

positive things to say about the new

papyrus system. I t's less prone to melt

than wax and quicker than carving

stone tablets; however they had some

reservations about making the Real

Time element work.

I t was a peculiar building though. I 've

never been in a building before where

sneezing sets off a ful l evacuation. I t's

situated in a poor area of Bethlehem

and is also situated between two inns,

one of which operated a "no gladiator

wear" policy!

I didn't bother to stay there though. For

a start there was no way my horse was

going in a stable next to someone

giving birth, and the clientèle wore

dressing gowns with tea towels on

their heads! Instead I escaped to

Herod's vi l la up on the hil l to enjoy

some good old Roman civi l isation.

Togas all round!

Whilst I was there I was reminded that

I 'm shortly going on holiday to

Austral ia (not that I know where that is,

nor did anyone else for that matter) for

Christmas - which is apparently the

next must-do rel igious festival. Must

get my minions to start packing!

I returned to the tax office the next day

to say my goodbyes. I had a good

gossip with the staff - got to win them

over! I told them about my holiday

plans and they all seemed very

pleased for me.

And next door Jesus wept.

JV



pcsbootletaxes.wordpress.com4 Newsletter of PCS Bootle Taxes Branch

By Cerys Mort

ITS 5AM, FREEZING COLD and far

too early to be awake on a Saturday.

For some mad reason I'm standing

in the middle of town, watching

stragglers from the night out before

wander along, wondering why I’m

not tucked up in bed.

I ’m waiting for a bus, along with about

50 other people, to take us to London.

I t’s the day we March against the

government to let them know that

we’ve had enough. We’re tired of

trying to l ive on the same wage as

we’ve had for the last 2 or 3 years,

despite the increased cost of l iving.

We’re tired of struggl ing to look after

famil ies and the rising prices in

supermarkets, leaving us with less and

less each month. We’re sick of the

constant attacks on our conditions. So

we have crawled out of bed, bleary

eyed and shivering, to show our

unhappiness.

I spot a few old friends I haven’t seen

for a while and amble over for a chat.

Despite the hour everyone seems

charged with energy. We know there is

a long day ahead and I ’m looking

forward to seeing some more famil iar

faces down south. The coaches final ly

arrive and we clamber on, managing to

bag the back seats for a bit of a stretch

and snooze.

The coach journey isn’t as boring as

expected due to the fact that were all

making new friends and chatting away.

The age range spans from about 1 6

years old to 70, young people showing

their unhappiness at a lack of future

alongside those who have already

fought for this years ago. I t doesn’t

seem right that were back to the same

old argument. The older generations

feel l ike they have been reneged on a

promise, they had been promised a

secure future for their chi ldren,

grandchildren and future generations.

They are proud to march alongside the

younger generations, but it seems like

they shouldn’t have to.

Before we know it we are in London,

jumping the train across to the meeting

point. We arrive sl ightly late as the

march has already started, but jump in

and soon see our old comrades

marching along with us. The mood is

different to the last one 1 8 months

earl ier. I t’s more subdued somehow,

almost l ike we resent having to be

there. We had hoped our voices would

be heard before this. The usual shouts

and songs are there, people joining in

to make a carnival style atmosphere.

But it sti l l doesn’t seem right. Why are

we sti l l having to do this? Wil l they

stop before we are driven into the

ground? When do we get our say? We

have all worked tirelessly for the last 2

years or more to try and improve

things. We have had some small

victories. But the resentment is sti l l

there. We shouldn’t have to fight so

hard for our futures because we

weren't born with si lver spoons in our

mouths.

We arrive at Hyde Park to see the end

of Ed Mil iband’s speech and for a long

deserved sit down. We’re sti l l cold and

tiredness is starting to set in. I , for one,

wil l be glad to get home and get some

sleep. I t’s already been a long day.

The ral ly ends and we start wandering

off in the direction of home. For us,

that’s a long tube journey to the bus

and a long drive back. Waiting for

everyone to arrive, not sure if we wil l

be back in time for a train or bus

home. Laughing and joking,

del iberating trying to catch last orders

and if we’ve made a difference today.

“They’ve got to l isten now, surely” is

the general feel ing. We’ve done it.

Made a difference, Ensured we spoke

for the thousands who are afraid to or

unable to. I t feels good.

As I say goodbye to my friends old and

new, the sentence resounds in my

head. “They’ve got to l isten now”.

Somehow, I think we may be meeting

again next year for another fight.

FOR A FUTURE THAT WORKS
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By John Smith

BELIEVE IT OR NOT, kids are not

the only victims of cyber-bullying.

Adults can just as easily become

prey to vicious internet attacks.

Cyber-bul lying involves anyone who is

targeted maliciously through any form

of electronic access. Cyber bul l ies are

simply cowards because they get to

hide behind their hurtful words and

anonymous user names.

You'd think your high school days were

behind you, along with al l of the

immaturity and hurtful teasing.

Unfortunately, the world wide web has

a way to take bullying to the next

level.

Bul lying is usually defined by the

experience of the person being bull ied,

but an individual may not always be

aware they are being bull ied. For

example, an individual may not see

comments posted about them on

social networking sites or blogs. Other

forms of cyber bul lying, such as email

threats or disclosure of personal

information, are l ikely to be more

obvious.

By using technology l ike mobiles or the

internet, this type of bul lying can affect

someone not just at work, but at home

as well . Because it takes place in the

virtual world, it has a 24/7 nature and

can make someone feel upset or

threatened in their own home. I t can

sometimes be hard to identify who the

cyber-bul ly is because they could hide

their IP address or post things on a

website anonymously. The nature of

this type of bul lying means it can have

a large audience, many of whom may

not even realise they are being bull ies.

A positive thing about this kind of

bul lying is that it can be evidenced.

With normal bul lying, it can be one

person’s word against another’s, but

with cyber-bul lying you can save texts

or print out emails / IM’s / Web Pages

etc.

Although bullying is not a specific

criminal offence in UK law, criminal

and civi l laws can apply in terms of, for

example, harassment or threatening

behaviour, and particularly relevant for

cyber-bul lying – threatening and

menacing communications:

• Protection from Harassment Act

1 997, which has both criminal and civi l

provision

• Malicious Communications Act 1 988

• Section 43 of the

Telecommunications Act 1 984

• Communications Act 2003

• Public Order Act 1 986

Cyber bul lying via Facebook and

Twitter or through personal blogs has

become much more prevalent with the

introduction of new technology. Many

of the people sitting around you in

work have been subject to this form of

bul lying. Recent studies show as many

as 1 in5 adults have been subject to

cyber-bul lying in the last year.

Any form of bul lying is a cowardly act

and bullying from behind a keyboard is

even more cowardly, as the bully has

the opportunity to bul ly you in your

own home. I t is up to us all to stop it

where we see it happening and report

it when we are being bull ied. Unti l we

all real ise the extent of the problem

and stand up for each other than these

bull ies wil l continue to use all the

technology available to them to bully to

a wider audience. Bullying to an

audience fuels their need to exert

power and provide them with some

self-worth.

I f this is happening to you don’t suffer

in si lence tel l someone. By sharing

your experience with others you

reduce the bull ies power.

Editors Note: Members should be

aware that Employers are using social

media to keep an eye on Employees.

There have been instances of

dismissals, misconduct and

harassment cases, so you should think

carefully about what you post online.

FOCUS: CYBER BULLYING
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By Helen Sheridan

25 NOVEMBER WAS the United

Nations' International Day for the

Elimination of Violence Against

Women. Ban Ki-moon, Secretary-

General of the UN, had this to say

as part of his message this year:

"Mil l ions of women and girls around

the world are assaulted, beaten,

raped, muti lated or even murdered in

what constitutes appall ing violations of

their human rights. [. . . ] We must

fundamental ly challenge the culture of

discrimination that al lows violence to

continue. On this International Day, I

cal l on al l governments to make good

on their pledges to end all forms of

violence against women and girls in al l

parts of the world, and I urge all people

to support this important goal. "

Violence against women and girls is

major concern globally. The United

Nations and World Health

Organisation have recognised the

problem for what it is and have

developed specific strategies and

focus groups to attempt to tackle the

problem. From female genital

muti lation to domestic abuse, around

the world, hundreds of thousands of

women are affected each year by

violence directed towards them simply

because of their gender.

Every year, over 3 mil l ion women living

in the UK experience rape, domestic

violence, stalking or similar violent

crimes. Around 1 mil l ion women every

year experience abuse from a current

INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR THE ELIMINATION OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN

or former partners.

85% of the victims of domestic

violence are women, and 73% of those

have suffered prolonged campaigns of

violence and abuse against them,

compared with only 53% of the male

cases. Women's Aid found that as of

1 st Apri l 201 1 , 60% of women's

refuges had lost funding due to the

cuts, and 73% or outreach

programmes had had their funding cut.

I t is estimated this wil l leave around

70,000 unable to access a service

which could very well save their l ife.

1 0,000 women each year are victims

of sexual assault and a further 2000

are raped. However, a report from The

Mayor of London's Violence against

Women Strategy cites that on average

only 1 0% of cases are actual ly

reported to the police, meaning the

true figures are much higher. Why so

low? Maybe because only 5% of rape

trials end in a conviction? Maybe

because of the rampant victim blaming

that goes on? Victim blaming is not

only callous and dismissive towards

the survivors, but also rather insulting

towards men, after al l the implication is

that if a man sees a woman in a short

skirt he becomes some kind of wanton

beast unable to control his lust so it's

the woman's fault for wearing such a

skirt. Obviously, this is a fal lacy; the

vast majority of men have no problem

control l ing their urges when presented

with the sight of a woman's thigh.

Ban Ki- Moon, in his statement

mentioned the culture of discrimination

that al lows this violence to continue. I t

is easy to think of the terrible l ife faced

by women under the Taliban, or whose

tribe sti l l practices Female Genital

Muti lation, and realise how those

cultures cultivate feelings of violence

towards women. What is harder to

face is the much more subtle culture of

violence towards women that exists

here in the UK.

Victim blaming is a part of it, so too are

the distasteful comments and names

directed towards a lot of women. I

don't need to l ist them, I 'm sure you

can think of plenty for yourself. Maybe

you've said a few of them. Often these

comments are uttered with no malice,

possibly in jest or maybe just an

offhand comment that they have put

no real thought into. But they go

towards reinforcing the attitude that

violence against women is social ly

acceptable, something to joke about.

Young boys hear these comments.

They see famous men beat their

girlfriends and rape women with

seeming impunity. Most wil l learn as

they grow older that it is not actual ly

acceptable to do these things, but

some don't. They continue to have

their warped perspective reinforced by

the joking comments of their peers,

and far too many act on them.

I 'm not being a humourless feminazi

here, but you wouldn't joke about

mugging or paedophil ia, so why joke

about domestic violence and rape?

(TRIGGER WARNING FOR DOMESTIC ABUSE, DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND RAPE)
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By Tony Robertson

IN RESPONSE TO the economic

arguments put forward in the article

‘There is an alternative’ by Phil

Murphy, I feel that his assertions

need challenging.

Phil , quite reasonably, talks about

Keynesian economic theories and as a

Liberal I am obviously signed up to

them as a principle by which a western

capital ist economy, l ike ours, should

be run. Keynes was after al l a Liberal.

However, where I think Phil has got

things wrong is in his assertion that

just because we have been in a

recession we can automatical ly turn to

Keynesian economics by investing

huge amounts of money into capital

infrastructure projects to kick start the

recovery. Yes, that should be the

normal response but we have not been

in a normal recession.

Our problem is that our government

borrowed too much during the good

times when it should have been using

tax revenues to pay off the national

debt and fund public services. The

effect of borrowing heavily during the

good times is that it restricts the abil ity

of Government to borrow significant

amounts during the bad times hence

the Keynesian economic cycle and

theory has been broken.

I f we think back Blair’s goal was to get

elected without using income tax to

fund his spending proposals – we wil l

not increase income tax was a regular

THERE IS AN ALTERNATIVE: A RESPONSE
margins that there would have been

any difference in approach no matter

what politicians may claim.

In fairness I think the trade union

movement is not so much saying that

al l would have been rosy if Labour had

been re-elected because it knows it

would not. What trade union leaders

have really been arguing for is a move

towards a social ist common ownership

economy where private wealth is al l

but obl iterated. Labour would not, of

course, endorse such an economic

move even under Mil iband who has

taken Labour far more ‘left’ than it was

under Blair or Brown. The real

challenge for trade unionists who do

think a social ist common-ownership

economy is the best way forward (and

I am certainly not one of them!) is to

stop cosying up to Labour in

opposition because if they do gain

power again they wil l certainly not

del iver that social ist economic agenda.

The cuts and austerity make me as

sick as they do anyone else. However,

I can rationalise why we are where we

are and why we can’t now borrow what

we should be borrowing to support our

vital public services. Put simply it’s

because Labour borrowed too much

and held down income tax too much

during the good times together with al l

the other economic madness

happening in the same time frame.

Tony Robertson is deputy leader of the

Liberal Democrat group on Sefton

Council and a former branch secretary

ofPCS Bootle Taxes Branch. He wrote

this article in response to "There is an

alternative," by Phil Murphy in the last

edition of the newsletter.

If you have a response to anything

written here, we would like to see it so

that we can encourage debate

amongst members. As with original

comment, send your submissions to

pcsbootletaxes@gmail.com

mantra from him and Gordon Brown.

The effect of this was that the required

funding had to come from somewhere.

Yes, some did come by increasing

indirect taxes but public borrowing also

increased to fi l l the spending gap. This

was a fundamental mistake and where

the Keynesian economic cycle rules

were breached because public

borrowing should reduce during the

good times when tax revenues should

be fi l l ing the gap.

So it is right to blame New Labour for

what they did to create a part of the

problem that we now face. I am not so

blind as to blame them for al l our

economic troubles because clearly

greedy bankers, the Euro crisis and

the world economic downturn al l

played in together to make a heady

brew of financial disaster. However,

there is no point us trade unionists

putting our collective heads in the sand

trying to pretend that the previous

Government did not help to cause the

austerity that we are now facing

because they did! What’s more any

detai led analysis of what Alistair

Darl ing has said he would have done if

Labour had been re-elected clearly

shows that Labour would have used

austerity to rebalance the economy.

Probably 95% of the austerity that is

happening under the Coalition

Government would have happened

under a Labour one should it have

been re-elected. I t is only at the

A projection on Tory Party HQ ahead of the recent march in London



BOOTLE TAXES FANTASY FOOTBALL UPDATE
By Charlie Wilson

SOME OF YOU may remember a call

going out for people to join our

Premier League Fantasy Footy. It

was back in August, about a week

or two before the season started

(that was my fault – I had the idea

while sitting in the pub with my

mates and then I forgot about it for

about a week...as you do).

Thirty five people took up the

challenge, joining with teams like the

Boot-Tang Clan, Athletico Kebab, FC

Copingbadly and Brian Munich.

Before the season started I had to

think of a name for my team. I wanted

a funny name, something that sticks in
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the mind – my team used to be called

Real Dysfunction, but they were

always unlucky and football is al l about

luck. (Honest, that's why I 'm not

winning) I couldn't think of anything so

I boringly cal led them Arkham City. . .ah

well at least I tried. Not very hard, but I

tried.

The league is almost halfway through

now and after 1 5 games Arkham City

has crawled their way from last to

25th, sandwiched in between Dynamo

Spooner Spam and Fitzy's Fellas, just

l ike a pheonix rising from the ashes.

Fighting for the top spot are Free Wil ly,

The Dirk Kuyt Riises, Sexyfootball and

Renegade Assassins, with Redconno,

Dynamo Dixon and OPFC all with in

touching distance in what looks to be a

really interesting fight. But its just luck,

ask anyone in the bottom half of the

table.

I won't tel l you the bottom three, but

lets just say two of them are reps –

and I would have to go into hiding if

the managers of Clueless and The

Overdramatics found out I told you

their names are Liz Carney and Cerys

Mort. Ooops I better start running. . .

More reports to fol low when I think its

safe. . .

Video - Sparks and Civil Servants join N14 European day

ofaction in London: http://y2u.be/AcsCB_PwZfg




